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AMENDMEN TS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listin g of claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): For use with a marine terminal crane at a dockside pier, a 
system for transferring loaded containers to a ship alongside of said dockside pier by use of 

motorized vehicles comprising: 

a platform positioned on the dockside pier in underlying relation to the crane onto which 
eaeb^he a containers]] is transported by eae-e#4he a motorized vehicle[[s]]; 

unitary reception means on the platform for receiving and adjusting a position of eaeh-ef 
the vehicle[[s]] with the container thereon relative to the platform so as to maintain an aligned 
^tinn with the crane in uaid underlying roln r ion to the orono at the dockcid e pier ; 

positioning means for displacement of the unitary reception means on tho platform 
relative to the eraae platform in two Qft° related directions: and 

sensing means mounted on the platform for locatio n ally detecting movement a position of 
the containers]] relative to the era* platform and directionally controlling said displacement of 
the unitary reception means with the vehicle with the container[[s]] thereon to maintain the 
dis position with b } p o sitioning int o upu a U .o align mnn th nlo w the crane to accommodate 
said transferring of the container by the crane from the platform to the ship. 


2 


PAOE 6/13 * RCVD AT 1/19/2008 7:02:1 1 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/27 • DNIS:2738300 * CSID:301 227 1988 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-48 


•01/19/06 19:02 ©301 227 1968 OFC OF COUNSEL Si 007 

Appln. No, 10/650,662 
Preliminary Amendment 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): The system as defined in claim 1, including: a wheeled 
frame on which the unitary reception means is mounted; and ramp means hingedly connected to 
the frame for drive on of the vehicle[[s]] with the container onto the platform and departure wim 
the container[[s]] unloaded therefrom. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): The system as defined in claim 2, wherein said positioning 
means includes: pairs of ball screw drive devices connected to the unitary, reception means to 
impart said displacement thereto in fee two 90° related directions. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): The system as defined in claim 3, wherein said sensing 
means includes: laterally spaced pairs of support plates fixed to the wheeled frame; and sensor 
elements mounted on said plates and interconnected to form a sensing grid operatively connected 
to the ball screw drive devices through which detection of said movement of the container^]] is 
effected. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The system as defined in claim 1 , wherein said sensing 
means includes: laterally spaced pairs of support plates; and sensor elements mounted on said 
plates and interconnected to form a sensing grid through which detection of said movement of the 
container is effected. 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): The system as defined in claim 1, wherein said positioning 
means includes: pairs of ball screw drive devices connected to the unitary reception means to 
impart said displacement thereto in the two 90° related directions. 
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Claim 7 (Currently amended): The system as defined in claim 6, wherein said sensing 
means includes: laterally spaced pairs of support plates; and sensor elements mounted on said 
plates and interconnected to form a sensing grid connected to the ball screw drive devices through 
which detection of said movement of the container[[s]] is effected. 

Claim 8 (New): The system as defined in claim 1 wherein the platform comprises a 
transportable wheeled platform and the platform is independent of the crane. 

Claim 9 (New): The system as defined in claim 1 wherein the reception means comprises a 
unitary table. 

Claim 10 (New): A system for transferring shipping containers comprising: 

a platform positioned underneath a marine terminal crane and configured to receive a 
motorized vehicle transporting a container on an upper surface of the platform; 

a first movable unitary table on the upper surface of the platform configured to receive a 
first portion of the vehicle and adjust a position of the vehicle relative to the platform so as to 
maintain an aligned position with the crane, 

a first drive system connected to the first table configured to displace the first table 
relative to the platform in two orthogonal directions; and 

a sensor mounted on the platform configured to detect a position of the container relative 
to the platform and control the displacement by the first drive system of the first table to maintain 
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the aligned position with the crane to accommodate transfer of the container from the platform to 
the crane. 


Claim 1 1 (New): The system of claim 1 0 further comprising: 

a second movable unitary table on the upper surface of the platform configured to receive 
a second portion of the vehicle and adjust a position of the vehicle relative to the platform so as tc 
maintain an aligned position with the crane, 

a second drive system connected to the second table configured to displace the second 
table relative to the platform in two orthogonal directions; and 

wherein the sensor is configured to control the displacement by the second drive system c 
the second table to maintain the aligned position with the crane to accommodate transfer of the 
container from the platform to the crane. 

Claim 12 (New): The system of claim 1 1 wherein the platform comprises a transportable 
wheeled platform and the platform is independent of the crane. 
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